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CLOTHING:
6-8 pairs of shorts
10-12 t-shirts (include some long-sleeves)
4 pairs of jeans/long pants
1 sweatshirt
1 bathing suit (modest, lined one-piece     

for females, not low-cut)

1 pair of long underwear* (not cotton; 
bring wool, dri-FIT or similar)

Socks* (at least 1 pair must be wool)
1 fl eece or down jacket*
1 water repellent rain jacket
A warm hat (beanie, toboggan, etc.)

SHOES:
1 pair of tennis shoes
1 pair of river shoes (sandals, Chaco’s, etc. 

that you can wear rafting)

BEDDING & PERSONAL:
3 towels (2 bath and 1 beach)
1 pillow with pillow case
1 bed sheets (twin)
1 sleeping bag (Must be rated 10 - 20          

degrees and synthetic or down fi lled)**
Toiletries
2 pens or pencils
1 small Bible

• It is VERY IMPORTANT that you follow this list as the items are CRITICAL for 
your off -property activities.

• Your everyday summer clothes will be fi ne for on-property activities. 

• Please label all belongings. (Items are easily misplaced)

• There are no laundry facilities available at the Ranch for guests.
F.Y.I.

CHALLENGE 
Packing list

GEAR:
2 1-qt. sturdy water bottles
1 ground pad to sleep on
1 plastic ground tarp (to put under          

ground mat)
1 headlamp or fl ashlight
Insect repellent
Hat for covering in sunlight
Sunscreen
1 day pack/book bag

1 internal frame backpack**                       
(minimum 40 liter)
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*We like wool and/or synthetics for 
the warmth and for keeping dry.

**Rental Items  
These items are available for rent 

from the Ranch. Backpack rental 
is $30; Sleeping bag rental is $40; 
Quantities are limited so please re-
serve as soon as possible by calling 
our offi  ce!

Optional:

Sunglasses (strap recommended)
Rodeo attire (pictured)
Casual banquet attire
Camera (No GoPro®'s or cell 

phones)
Phone card (also available for 

purchase at our Trading Post)
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These items are 

absolutely 
ESSENTIAL

So be sure you don’t leave these out 
so that you don't get left behind!

!

!

How to Pack:Luggage is limited at JH Ranch to three (3) pieces per guest: 1. One (1) duff el bag- NO ROLLING SUITCASES.2. One (1) carry-on bag for personal items.3. One (1) Backpack (internal frame only). If you’re renting your backpack from us, you may 
pack in a similar size bag instead.

Don' t Miss This!
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You are responsible for your student’s travel to and from 
the Sacramento airport (SMF). JH Ranch will provide 
transportation between the Sacramento airport and 
the Ranch. We recommend fl ying Southwest or Delta. 

Be sure to check your individual airline’s policies on 
restrictions and fees, especially regarding unaccompanied 
minors. Each airline has a slightly diff erent policy. 

Also, please ensure that your student’s departing fl ight’s baggage fees have been paid in advance, or 
that your student has enough money to pay for those departure fees. 

travel information

It is critical that you inform us of your student’s travel 
itinerary as soon as you confi rm their fl ight. Once the 
fl ights are booked, there are three ways to provide 
your information to us:

  1.  Via your account at www.jhranch.com 

 2.  Via email the fl ight schedule to shari@jhranch.com

 3.  By phone at 800.242.1224

Example Dates:If your program is scheduled from June 20 to July 2, you will fl y-in on June 20 and fl y-out on July 2. 

Arrival:
Please arrive no later than 2:00 PM PT on the start date 
of your program. Upon arrival, our staff  (who will be 
wearing red JH Ranch t-shirts) will greet your students 
in the baggage claim and help them collect their lug-
gage. 

Once your student is checked in, we will send an email 
to the parents’ email addresses on fi le to confi rm your 
student’s safe arrival. 

When all students have arrived, we will travel by bus to 
JH Ranch. Please be sure to observe our luggage guide-
lines as our luggage vehicles have limited capacity. 

Departure:
Your student’s departing fl ight should leave the 
Sacramento airport no earlier than 9:30 AM 
on the last listed date of their program. 

We will see all students safely through 
security, at which point they will become the 
responsibility of the airline.

let us know!
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Valuables:
We advise leaving expensive jewelry, elec-
tronic devices, sunglasses, etc. at home. 
JH Ranch will not be responsible for any 
lost or stolen valuables.

Cell Phones:
Please know that we collect and store all 
cellular devices when your student arrives 
on the property. Doing so ensures that 
they will not be lost, broken, or stolen 
while your student is with us, and provides 
a rare opportunity to disconnect from all 
of the buzzes, beeps, and rings. These will 
be returned on the fi nal afternoon so that 
your student will have time to charge their 
devices for the trip home.

Calling Home:
We do have a pay phone that you can use 
to call home during the program (exclud-
ing the fi rst three days) if needed. Consid-
er bringing a phone card with you (it does 
not accept coins).  

Trading Post:
We have a “Trading Post” with clothing, 
books, CDs, and more, so you may want 
to leave a little extra space in your bag. 
We also have a delicious Snack Bar. More 
information regarding Spending Money is 
below to help plan how much money you 
need to bring.

Lost and Found:
If you have lost something, please contact 
us as soon as possible as items that re-
main unclaimed by September 1st will be 
donated to Goodwill.

Birthday  Policy :
If your loved one is celebrating a birth-
day during their time with us, please let 
us know! We would love to include them 
in our birthday celebration at the end of 
the week. 

Staying  Warm :
Every year, our bookstore sells a lot of 
sweatshirts to guests who don’t bring 
warm enough clothing. Even though it 
is hot and dry during the day, it can get 
very cold in the evenings, so bring warm 
enough layers!

Forms:
If you haven’t already, take advantage of this reminder by going 
to your account online at www.jhranch.com to fi nish fi lling out all 
necessary forms.

Spending Money:
During your student’s program with us, he or she may need ad-
ditional spending money for the following opportunities:
 JH Snack Bar
 JH Trading Post
 Off -property Excursions
 Traveling to and from the Ranch 

We recommend about $100 in spending money for their time at 
the Ranch. 

To minimize the handling of cash, you can contact us prior to your 
child’s arrival to set up a spending account linked to their name 
tag. Students are allowed to receive up to $40 cash advance from 
their bookstore tab for travel back home at the end of their pro-
gram (a service fee may apply).

& Final Important Notes:
Almost done, but we still have a few more important things to go over.

Packages and Mail:
We would love for you to write your student during the program! 
Letters and postcards can be sent to our Etna, CA address listed 
on the Contact section of this packet. Unfortunately, our local post 
offi  ce is not equipped to handle packages, so we kindly request 
that you please DO NOT SEND PACKAGES to your student, as we 
will not be able to deliver them. 

Prohibited  Items :
Please be aware that chewing tobacco, cigarettes, alcohol, and illic-
it drugs are strictly prohibited at the Ranch. Violation of this policy 
and any inappropriate behavior disruptive to the program will re-
sult in a guest being asked to leave without a refund.

Emergencies :
In the event of an emergency regarding your student, either phys-
ical or otherwise, you will be notifi ed.

Prescription Drugs:
If your student will be bringing prescription drugs, we will store 
those prescriptions in the Nurses’ station and administer them as 
needed. 


